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Senior Lecturer in Ar Ice participants to the turbulent
but dynamic and in d of the Near East. After being
introduced to the study of the Near East, participants will be dealing
with various epochs and topics of this region of the world, such as
ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt, Phoenician-Punic civilization and
the invention of the alphabet, Arab Malta, the Koran, the history of the
Arabic and Hebrew languages, and last but not least the discovery and
importance of Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls.

The Summer School includes thirty-four contact hours of lectures, and
sixteen hours of field trips, and purports to give a short but intensive
exposure to the Near East from the archaeological/historical point
of view, besides providing a comprehensive overview of the most
important languages of the region. The Maltese archipelago is right
at the centre of the Mediterranean; and its geophysical qualities are
similar to places like Syria, Lebanon, and Israel/Palestine which makes
it an ideal place to understand this subject matter.
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